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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currentl y Amended) A method of updating a host application running on a host 
system in a process plant, wherein the host system is connected to ene-ef a plurality of 
process control devices used in the process plant, the method comprising: 

sending a first command from the host system to the a particular one of athe 
plurali ty of process control devices within sai d plur alit y of proce s s control devices to request 
a device description identification fer identifying a device description associated with the 
particula r one of the plurality of process control devices, wherein the device description 
identification includes at least one of a device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device 
revision for identifying the device description associated with the particular one of the 
plurality of process control devices, and wherein the device description comprises data and 
operating procedures for the particular one of the plurality of process control devices, 
including at least one of variables, methods, commands, menus or display formats associated 
with one or more features of the particular one of the plurality of process control device 
devices ; 

receiving the device description identification at the host system from the 
particular one of the plurality of process control device devices ; 

downloading a device description associated with the device description 
identification into the host system using the device description identification; and 

updating the host application to include the device descr i p tion the data and 
operating procedures for the particular one of the plurality of process control devices, 
described in the device description . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein downloading the device description 
includes downloading the device description from one of a CD-ROM, a diskette, and an 
online database. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein updating the host application includes 
copying the device description into the host application. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the host system is a system 
in a process plant and the device particular one of the plurality of devices is one of a plurality 
of process control devices used in the process plant. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further including searchi ng for the device 
description- on the host system based on the device description identification. 



6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein downloading the device descripti 
includes: 



ion 



connecting the host system to a communication network; 

requesting the device description from a device description database connected to 
the communication network; and 

receiving the device description from the device description database. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the device description 
database is one of a Fieldbus database, a Profibus database and a HART communication 
foundation database. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein downloading the device description 
includes storing an Internet address of the device description database and using one of an 
Internet communication protocol and a wireless communication protocol to connect to the 
device description database. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a software update for a host 
application running on a host system, the method comprising: 

storing a first device description identification identifying a first device 
description on a first process control device , the device descrip tio n identification including at 
least one of a device ide ntifier, a ma n ufacturer ID. or a device revision, for identifying the 
device description, and the devic e desc ri ption defining data and op erating procedures fnr th P 
process control device includ ing a t least o ne of variables, methods, com mands, or menus nf 
display formats associated with one or more features of the p rocess control device- 

sending a first command to the first-process control device to request the first 
device description identification, wherein the first-device description is used to communicate 
with the first-process control device; 

receiving the first-device description identification at the host system from the first 
process control device; 

determining if the host system includes the first-device description using the first 
device description identification; 
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automatically downloading the first device description onto the host system if the 
host system does not have the first d ev ice description; and 

updating the host application with the data and operating procedures for the 
process control device described in the first device description. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further including storing the first 
device description i nfo rm ation identification on the host system. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further incl uding storing the^kst 
device description identification, determining if the host system is connected to the Internet, 
initiating an Internet session if the host system is connected to the Internet, and sending a 
request to a device description database connected to the Internet for downloading the first 
device description onto the host system. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9, further including storing on the host system a 
list relating an identification of a device manufacturer to an Internet address of a device 
description database provided by the device manufacturer. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the host application is one of (1) an 
asset management system application, (2) a plant simulation application, (3) a plant 
maintenance application, (4) a plant monitoring application, and (5) a process control 
application. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer system for updating a process control host 
application with a device description of a process control device , the device description 
comprising data and operating procedures for the process control device including at least 
one of variables, methods, commands, menus or display formats associated with one or more 
features of the process control device , the computer system being connected to a device 
description database via a communication network, the computer system comprising: 

a processing unit; 

a computer readable memory; and 

a software routine stored on the computer readable memory and executable on the 
processing unit to: 

request a device description identification identifying a device description for the 
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process control device from a- the process control device; 

receive the device description identification related to the process control device 
from the process control device, the device description identification including at least one of 
a device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device revision, for identifying the device 
description; 

download the device description of the process control device from the device 
description database using the device description identification~_and 

update the host application with the data and operating procedures for the process 
control device described in the device description. 

15. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further executable on the processing unit to download the device description using 
one of an Internet protocol and a wireless communication protocol. 

16. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further executable on the processing unit to identify a device description language 
source of the host application, interpret the device description into the device description 
language source and insert the device description into the host application. 

17. (Original) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the host application is one 
of (1) an asset management system application, (2) a plant simulation application, (3) a plant 
maintenance application, (4) a plant monitoring application, and (5) a process control 
application. 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further adapted to update a remote host application located on a remote computer 
communicatively connected to the computer system. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A computer system for use in a process plant having a 
plurality of process control devices and one or more process applications requiring 
communication with the plurality of process control devices, the computer system 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium on which computer instructions are stored, when 
executed by a computer processor the computer instructions providing: 
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a communication module operable to request a device description identification 
associated with one of the plurality of process control devices of said plurality process 
c o ntr o l dev i ces from the one of the plurality of process control devie e devices, 
wherein the device description comprises data and operating procedures for the one of 
the plurality of process contro l devices includin g at least one of variables, methods, 
commands, menus or display formats associated with one or more features of the one 
of the plurality of process control devices ; 

a storage device operable to receive the device description identification from the 
one of the plurali ty of process control d^viee devices and store the device description 
identification , wherein the device description identification includes at least one of a 
device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or adevice revision, for identifying the device 
description ; 

a search module operable to search for a device description database storing the 
device description identified by the device description identification; 

a downloading module operable to download a device description from the device 
description database; and 

an updating module operable to update one of the one or more process 
applications with the data and operating procedures for the one of the plurality of 
process control devices described in the device description. 

20. (Ori ginal) The computer system of claim 19, wherein the downloading module 
communicates with the device description database using the Internet protocol. 
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